THE following Form of Prayer, which Dr Swift constantly
used in the pulpit before his sermon, is copied from his own
handwriting:

"Almighty and most merciful God! forgive us all our
sins. Give us grace heartily to repent them, and to lead new
lives. Graft in our hearts a true love and veneration for thy
holy name and word. Make thy pastors burning and
shining lights, able to convince gainsayers, and to save
others and themselves. Bless this congregation here met
together in thy name; grant them to hear and receive thy
holy word, to the salvation of their own souls. Lastly, we
desire to return thee praise and thanksgiving for all thy
mercies bestowed upon us; but chiefly for the Fountain of
them all, Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose name and words
we further call upon thee, saying, ' Our Father,3 &c."